
Overview:

People often think of the Holy Spirit when they
think of the book of Acts. Jesus promises that the
Holy Spirit will come on His followers to empower
them to share with others about Him. We will
unpack the role of the Holy Spirit more throughout
the summer, but let’s keep it simple for today.
Turn to Acts 1:16, which talks about the Holy Spirit
speaking.  In verse 16, Peter says, “..the Scripture
had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke
beforehand by the mouth of David..” Chop it up:
1. Who spoke?
2. When did they speak?
3. Through whom did they speak?
4. Where was this speaking written down?

The Son: A King with Power

The Holy Spirit: He Speaks

SentSummer

Who is God? Maybe you have a good answer.
Maybe you’re not quite sure. This take-home
study is designed to help you get to know
God, His mission, and how to relate to Him.
The Scriptures teach us that God is three
different persons united together, made of
the same “God-stuff”, but each having a
unique role. As you dig into Acts, you’ll get to
know each member of our three-in-one God.
If you spend a short time each day reflecting
on these devotionals, looking at the Bible,
and praying, by the end of the summer, you
will have grown greatly in your knowledge
and relationship with God.

Daily Devotional: Acts 1

The Father: A Good Father

The first member of our three-in-one God is
the Father. God the Father’s role is to lead
“the Trinity”. What do you think of when you
hear the word “Father”? Some will have very
good feelings come to mind. Others would
rather change the topic. But be encouraged,
if you had a bad experience with a father,
God is a good Father.

Turn to Luke 11:11-13. In this passage, Jesus
compares God the Father to earthly fathers.
Read those verses now. What is Jesus
saying? He is saying that even flawed earthly
fathers know how to care for their kids. How
much more would a perfect Heavenly Father
care for His children? The answer is
“infinitely more”. Do you believe that about
God the Father? Do you trust that He has
your best interest in mind? Why or why not?
Try to be honest with yourself.

Last, look back at Acts 1 vs. 4 and 7. In verse
4, Jesus talks about God the Father as the
One who will keep His promise. This is the
very promise we read earlier in Luke 11: the
promise to give the Holy Spirit to His
children. We’ll learn more about the Holy
Spirit later, but for now, end this time with a
prayer: Father in heaven, fill me up with
your Spirit so that I can get to know you
better and be used by you. Amen.

The second person of our three-in-one God is God
the Son, Jesus Christ. From our study on Thursday
night, do you remember the significance of Jesus
ascending to heaven? Why was Jesus lifted up to
be in the presence of the Father?

Jesus was raised up to heaven to rule as King.
What words come to mind when you think of a
king and their use of power? Write a few of them
here: _______________________________.

Take a moment to read Ephesians 1:18-21. Verse
21 describes the power of Jesus’ rule. What does
He have power over? Try to sum it up:
_____________. Verse 22 says that God the
Father gave Jesus power over everything, and
then gave King Jesus to the church. In other
words, Jesus exerts His great power over
everything for the benefit of His people, the body
of believers called “the church”. Could someone
have absolute power, and yet remain
uncorrupted? Is it possible that someone could be
given authority over everything, and yet use that
authority for good rather than self-serving
purposes? Yes, it is. And the One who rules with
both power and goodness is named Jesus. End
this time with a prayer: King Jesus, I am learning
to believe that you have power over all things.
Teach me to follow you and trust you. Amen.



Me: Just an Ordinary Person

What are you feeling and thinking about
#SentSummer? Curious, confident, discouraged,
excited, cynical, unsure? Take a moment to
reflect.

One of the amazing things about the book of
Acts is that God uses very ordinary people to do
extraordinary things. In Acts 1:13, the apostles
are listed. Peter, who will lead the new
movement, had been a failure when it came to
following Jesus in tough times. Matthew had
started off as a tax collector, meaning he was a
traitor, a cheat, and a social outcast. John had
been very close with Jesus, and was probably
struggling that his closest friend was now gone.
Many of these people were not known for their
bravery, holiness, or ability to lead. Yet, they are
about to participate in the greatest movement
the world has ever known.

Can you relate to these apostles? How?

End your time with a prayer: Father God, thank
you that you can use ordinary people to do
extraordinary things. Please use me this
summer in ways that I can't expect or
manufacture by myself. 

The Church: Founded on Apostles

The City

Peter, the newly appointed leader of the church,
is saying that the Holy Spirit spoke through King
David long ago. The Holy Spirit speaking was
written down in Scripture. David was writing
songs about his suffering (see Psalm 69:25 &
109:8). But the Holy Spirit was inspiring David’s
lyrics, speaking through him to reveal events that
would take occur around 1,000 years later.

If we want to hear the Holy Spirit speak, what
must you do with your Bible? Do you believe it is
that simple? Why or why not?

Close this time with a prayer: Father God, I want
to learn more about you and your purposes.
Please use the Holy Spirit to help me
understand the Bible that was written by the
same Spirit. Amen

Read Acts 1:15. How many people are part of
this new movement called the church? _____. 
As the apostles pray and wait for the Holy Spirit
to come and empower them, they appoint a
new apostle to replace Judas. Not just anyone
could be an apostle. According to Acts 1:21,
there was a requirement. An apostle would
have to be someone that "accompanied" Jesus.
Verse 22 gives the time-frame that this new
apostle would have had to be present: from
_________________ to _______________.

Jesus Himself gave the apostles this
requirement in John 15:26-27.  Why? Read Acts
1:22 again.  It was crucial that the this new
twelfth apostle have been an eyewitness to
Jesus' ministry, death and resurrection.
Otherwise, how could they give a legit
testimony about Jesus if they had not been with
and seen Jesus? The true stories of these 12
men becomes the very foundation of God's
people, the church. Read Ephesians 2:19-21.
Jesus is the Leader of the church. But the
apostles stories about Jesus are so important,
that the church is said to be: _______________
____________.

Why does this matter? First, it matters because
we can trust what the apostles are going to say
about Jesus, because they saw it all go down.
Second, we can thank God that he used ordinary
people to do extraordinary things. You see, as
the apostles, who were with Jesus, tell others
about Jesus, the church of Jesus is going to
grow much bigger than 120 people. Close in
prayer: God, thank you that you use ordinary
people to do extraordinary things.

At this point,  the disciples are waiting in
Jerusalem. They are praying and preparing to be
sent. Though they are familiar with this city, they
are about to be sent into it in a way they never
have before. Maybe the same is true for you.
Perhaps you're very familiar with this city, but
have never seen yourself as sent by Jesus into it.
Take a moment to pray for our city. And pray
that God would use our #SentSummer team to
show our city who Jesus is.


